PROCLAMATION

BY THE

Guuernor of the State of Texas

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME:

Pursuant to Article IV, Section 14, of the Texas Constitution, I, Rick Perry, Governor of
Texas, do hereby disapprove of and veto Senate Bill No. 1601 as passed by the Seventy-
Eighth Texas Legislature, Regular Session, because of the following objections:

When a class action is settled or the defendant loses at trial, the defendant
deposits the amount of the settlement or Judgment into a trust fund.
Individual plaintiffs may then apply to receive money from the fund.
Usually, a large sum of money is léft 6ver which is not needed to settle the
claim of any plaintiff. Because the money belongs to the defendant, it
reverts back to the defendant when an agreed amount of time has passed.

Senate Bill No. 1601 would require that all the money in the fund that is
not paid to any plaintiff would be transferred to the Supreme Court to pay
for indigent civil representation. However, any funds not needed to settle
the claim of a plaintiff are still the property of the defendant. No one,
including the state, has the right to take this property.

Senate Bill No. 1601 is an unconst1tut10nal taklng of property without
compensation

Since the Leglslature by its adjournment has prevented the return of this bill, I am filing
- these objections in the office of the Secretary of State and giving notice thereof by this
public proclamation according to the aforementioned constitutional provision.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have
signed my name officially and caused
the Seal of the State to be affixed hereto
at Austin, this 20th day of June, 2003.

ce Pecay

RICK PERRY
Governor of Texas
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